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V I S I O N  

M I S S I O N

G O A L S  

An ASEAN Community  that  respects the human

r ights of  a l l  people  regardless of  their  sexual

or ientat ion,  gender  ident ity ,  gender  expression,

and sex character ist ics (SOGIESC) .

ASC is  a  regional  network dynamical ly  engaging

diverse actors to  col lect ively  advocate for  the

human r ights of  lesbian,  gay,  b isexual ,

transgender ,  intersex,  queer  people,  and gender-

diverse persons in  Southeast  Asia .

A S E A N  S O G I E  C a u c u s  2019  A n n u a l  R e p o r t

Al l  human r ights mechanisms impacting the

ASEAN region adopt  and implement  f rameworks

and plans of  act ions that  promote and protect

the r ights of  LGBTIQ and gender-diverse

persons.

Domestic  laws,  pol ic ies,  and programs in

Southeast  Asian countr ies include the

protection and promotion of  the r ights of

LGBTIQ and gender-diverse persons.

LGBTIQ and gender-diverse c iv i l  society  are

empowered to  engage state and non-state

actors to  adhere to  human r ights standards.

ASC works towards the fol lowing goals :

A B O U T  A S C
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A B O U T  A S C
ASEAN SOGIE Caucus (ASC)  is  a  network of  human

r ights act iv ists  from Southeast  Asia  that  works

for  the inclusion of  sexual  or ientat ion,  gender

identity ,  gender  expression,  and sex

character ist ics (SOGIESC)  into the human r ights

work in  ASEAN.   Advocating for  the promotion and

protection of  the human r ights of  a l l  persons

regardless of  SOGIESC in  Southeast  Asia  is  the

heart  of  ASC’s  mission.

Our  roots go back to  the courageous act ion of

act iv ists  from eight  (8 )  ASEAN countr ies

(Cambodia ,  Indonesia ,  Malaysia ,  Myanmar,

Phi l ippines,  S ingapore,  Thai land,  and Vietnam),  who

were inspired by  the inclusion of  SOGIESC into the

f inal  statement of  the 2010  ASEAN Civ i l  Society

Conference /  ASEAN People’s  Forum (ACSC/APF) .

With th is  recognit ion of  LGBTIQ human r ights as

integral  by  regional  c iv i l  society,  our  founders

envis ioned a  strong and proactive push from

LGBTIQ act iv ists  across ASEAN.

In  2011 ,  ASC was formal ly  establ ished in  a  meeting

organized by  Arus Pelangi ,  Indonesia  for  Humans,

and ISEE dur ing the 2011  ACSC/APF in  Jakarta,

Indonesia .  Then in  2014 ,  ASC began sett ing up its

Secretar iat  in  Quezon City ,  Phi l ippines,  obtain ing

legal  registrat ion as a  non-stock,  non-prof it

organizat ion the fol lowing year .  S ince then,  we

have pushed for  LGBTIQ human r ights through

engagements in  c iv i l  society  p latforms and human

r ights mechanisms;  supported local  LGBTIQ

activ ists  through mentorship ,  technical

assistance,  and re lat ionship-bui ld ing;  and

reimagined act iv ism as a  creat ive process

anchored on a  v is ion of  South-South sol idar ity .



Looking back,  I  am overwhelmed with  pr ide for  how far  we have come.  In

May 2011 ,  LGBT focused NGOs invited us to  gather  in  Jakarta  for  the

ASEAN Civ i l  Society  Conference /ASEAN People’s  Forum,  and a  group of

ragtag act iv ists  responded to  the cal l .  We did  not  receive a  formal

invitat ion from the conference organizers,  nor  were we cushioned by a

palette of  f inancers who bel ieved in  LGBT r ights.  We were poor  but  r ich

in  spir it .  L itt le  d id  we know that  th is  was just  the beginning of  our  f ight

to br ing LGBT r ights to  the forefront  in  ASEAN.

There were t imes when the journey was painful  and heart  breaking.  I

have witnessed how civ i l  society  groups and governments

discr iminated against  and excluded us.  We learned very  ear ly  on that

many v iewed the support  for  LGBT r ights as ‘cost ly ’  in  a  h ighly

conservat ive region f i l led  with  author itar ian tendencies.  Erasing our

humanity  was a  matter  of  expediency.  And yet ,  th is  has never  deterred

us.

In  the 8  years  s ince we started,  the ASEAN SOGIE Caucus has

confronted these chal lenges with  poise and gr it .  With  its  hardworking

secretar iat ,  the organizat ion has gone above and beyond to  turn  the

dream of  freedom for  LGBT persons in  ASEAN into a  real ity .  Together

with  grassroots LGBT act iv ists  across the region,  we have attained

incredib le  achievements and v is ib i l i ty .  Our  loose network of  LGBT

activ ists has grown into a  powerful  advocacy body that  can no longer

be ignored.

In  th is  2019  annual  report ,  the ASEAN SOGIE Caucus showcases the

amazing work it  has achieved;  f rom its  re lent less engagement with

ASEAN human r ights mechanisms;  mainstreaming LGBT

intersectional ity  into the ASEAN civ i l  society  communit ies work;

creat ing l i fe l ines to  grassroots act iv ism with  its  programs and support ;

and f inal ly  apply ing a  ref lexive feminist  lens to  its  membership  and

organizat ional  capacity  to  sustain  itself  for  years to  come.

Throughout  it  a l l ,  we were dr iven by  our  bel ief  in  the v is ion of  a  people-

or iented ASEAN and that  LGBT r ights are  human r ights.   At  i ts  heart ,  the

caucus is  a  consistent  voice of  conscience for  a l l  LGBT persons in

ASEAN.  And it  wi l l  cont inue to  inform supporters  or  not  a l ike  that ,  We

Are ASEAN too.

Chairperson of  Board of  Trustees

2019  –  2022

Jean Chong

F O R E W O R D
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Time f l ies  and it  has been four  years s ince the ASC held  its  members

meeting in  2016 .  And it  has been eight  years s ince the ASC organized

the f i rst  (ever)  LGBTIQ+ focused workshop at  the ASEAN People’s

Forum at  Jakarta  in  2011 .

As for  us,  ASEAN as a  region a lso continues to  grow.  Nowadays,  we can

enjoy faci l i t ies  that  were not  avai lable  several  years  ago.  We no longer

need v isas to  enter  each other ’s  countr ies,  and f l ights are  more

affordable.  We can even use the same onl ine taxi  app in  each other ’s

countr ies,  and we can easi ly  spot  ASEAN nat ionals  travel l ing,  studying,

l iv ing,  and working in  each other ’s  countr ies.

Regional ism is  unavoidable.  ASEAN too is  advancing its  development by

making it  more accessible  for  i ts  people.  However ,  the fundamental

question remains:  where are  the LGBTIQ+ people  amongst a l l  of  th is

development and economic growth? Why do many of  us continue to

face oppression for  being ourselves in  our  ASEAN homes? Why were

two of  our  Gay fr iends publ ic ly  canned in  Aceh? Why did  a  fr iend in

Myanmar  commit  suic ide from bul ly ing?  Why were twelve of  our

Transwomen fr iends arrested,  humi l iated and had their  hair  cut  in

publ ic?  Why? For  just  being themselves? That  is  unacceptable!

Despite  a l l  the chal lenges,  we continue to  make a  lot  of  breakthroughs

br inging LGBTIQ+ narrat ives on var ious ASEAN tables.  This  report

marked a  crucia l  mi lestone for  the ASC in  advancing LGBTIQ+ r ights and

inclusion in  ASEAN.  This  report  symbol ises the result  of  commitment,

consistencies and t i re less efforts  of  ASC's  staff ,  board and members,

part icular ly  the Secretar iat  who care for  the ASC on a  dai ly  basis .

F inal ly ,  the ASC started as a  f lu id  network of  LGBTIQ+ act iv ists  in

ASEAN who bel ieve in  the importance of  col laborat ion as a  regional

community  to  assure the fu lf i lment  and protection of  our  human r ights.

Regional  sol idar ity  is  the spir it  of  the ASC.  Regional  sol idar ity  is  the

spir it  of  th is  legacy.

Chairperson of  Board of  Trustees

2015  –  2019

Anna Ar if in

F O R E W O R D
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A d v o c a t i n g

L G B T I Q  R i g h t s :

Statement of  ASEAN SOGIE Caucus and COC Neder lands

dur ing the  41st  Regular  Session Human Rights Counci l

A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  2019

A S E A N  S O G I E  C a u c u s  2019  A n n u a l  R e p o r t

I n  l a r g e  p a rt s  o f  m y  r e g i o n ,  A S E A N ,  w e  st i l l  l a c k  p r o p e r  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  v i o le n c e a n d

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e x u a l  o r ie n t a t io n  a n d  g e n d e r  id e n t i t y .  A s  o u r  r e gi o n a l

h u m a n  r i g h t s  f r a m e w o r k s ,  s u ch  a s  t h e  A S E A N  H u m a n  R i g h t s  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  a r e  o m i t t i n g

t h e  p r o t e c tio n  a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  v io l e n c e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i on

a n d  g e n d e r  id e n t ity ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s  a g a in s t  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d .  W e s t i l l

w i t n e s s  t o  d a t e  c r im i n a l i z a t i o n ,  i m p o s i t io n  o f  c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  d e g r a d i n g

t r e a t m e n t  t o w a r d s  l e s b i a n ,  g a y ,  b i s e x u a l  a n d  t r a n s g e n d e r  p e r s o n s .

R e g i o n a l  &  I n t e r n a t i o n a l



I n  e a r l y  2019 ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  B r u n e i

D a r u s s a l a m  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  fu l l  e n f o r c e m e n t

o f  t h e  S y a r i a h  P e n a l  C o d e  O r d e r  2013 ,

i n c l u d i n g  i t s  p e n a l t i e s  o f  d e a t h ,  st o n i n g ,  a n d

i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  L G B T I Q  p e rs o n s .  Th e  la w

a l s o  i m p o s e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s o n  fr e e d o m  o f

e x p r e s s i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  w o m e n ’ s  s e x u a l it y

a n d  b o d i l y  i n t e g r i t y .  A S C  le d  t h e  m o b i l iz a t io n

o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  c a m p a ig n

f o r  t h e  n o n - i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  S y a r ia h

P e n a l  C o d e  i n  B r u n e i ,  f i rs t  b y  l e a d in g  t h e

J o i n t  C S O  S t a t e m e n t  o f  S o l i d a r i ty  w h i c h  w a s

s i g n e d  b y  140  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f r o m  S o u t h e a s t

a n d  E a s t  A s ia .  T h i s  s t a te m e n t  w a s

t r a n s l a t e d  i n to  T h a i  a n d  V i e tn a m e se  a n d  w a s

s h a r e d  w i d e ly  o n  b o t h  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d

p u b l i c  a c t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  d e m o n s tra t io n  b y

T h a i  a c t i v i s t s  a t  t h e  B r u n e i  D a r u s s a la m

E m b a s s y  i n  B a n g k o k .  W e  a ls o  c o - a u th o r e d  a

j o i n t  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  A I C H R  re g a rd i n g  t h e

s e r i o u s  h u m a n  r i g h t s  i m p l ic a t i o n s  o f  t h e

S h a r i a h  P e n a l  C o d e ,  w r i tt e n  to g e th e r  w it h

t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  J u r is t s

( I C J ) ,  F o r u m  A s i a ,  a n d  th e  S o u th e a s t  A s ia

P r e s s  A l l i a n c e  ( S E A P A ) .  W e  a l s o  m a d e  u rg e n t

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  U N  I n d e p e n d e n t

E x p e r t  o n  S O G I  ( IE S O G I )  re g a rd i n g  t h e

s i t u a t i o n .

W e  b e l i e v e  o u r  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  c o n t r i b u te d  t o

r e g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  c a m p a ig n s p u s h i n g  t o

h a l t  t h e  l a w 's  i m p l e m e n t a t io n ,  i n c lu d in g

t h r o u g h  c o m m u n ic a t i o n s  o f  U N  S p e c ia l

P r o c e d u r e s  t o  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  B r u n e i  a n d

c a l l s  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  a n t i - L G B T IQ  c r i m i n a l  l a w s

w e r e  a l s o  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y 's

U n i v e r s a l  P e r i o d i c  R e v i e w  ( U P R ) .  F o l l o w i n g

t h i s ,  t h e  S u lt a n  o f  B r u n e i  a n n o u n ce d  a

m o r a t o r i u m  o n  t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l ty .

T h e  s a m e  y e a r ,  w e  jo i n e d  a n  a d v o c a c y

m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  U N  H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o u n c i l  t o

e n s u r e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o

e x t e n d  t h e  m a n d a t e  o f  th e  U N  In d e p e n d e n t

E x p e r t  o n  t h e  V io le n c e  a n d  D i s c r i m i n a t io n  o n

t h e  B a s i s  o f  S e x u a l  O r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  G e n d e r

I d e n t i t y  ( I E S O G I ) .

T h i s  w a s d o ne  i n  c o l l ab o r a t i o n w ith  s e v er al

g r o u p s ,  i n clud i n g  I L G A W or ld ,  C O C

N e de r la n d s  a n d  I n t e rn a t i o n a l  S e rv i c e  for

H u m a n  R i g h ts .  D u r i n g  t h e  ad v o ca c y  m issi o n ,

A S C  c o n d uc te d  m e e t i n gs  wi th  pe r m an e n t

m is s i o n s  o f  v a r i o us  c o u n tr ies,  a nd  r e a d  a

J o in t  S ta t e m e n t b y  A S C  an d  C O C  Ned e r l a n d s

d u r in g  t h e  30t h  M e e tin g  o f  t h e U N H um a n

R i g h ts  C o un c i l 's  41s t  R e gu l a r  S e s si o n .  W hi le

i n  G e n e v a ,  w e  a ls o  m o b i l ize d  lo ca l  LG B T IQ

a c t i v is ts  a nd  o t h e r  s ta k eh o ld e rs to  u rge t h e

P h i l ip p i n e  G o v e r n m e n t  (t h e  o n ly  A S E A N

c o u n try  v o t ing  a t  th e  t i me)  t o  su p p o rt

IE S O G I  r e s o l u t i o n .  T h i s  in cl u d e s  lo b b y i n g

m e m b e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s  a n d  a n  o n l i n e  p et it io n

w h ic h  g e n e r at e d  m o r e  th an  300  s ig n a tu r e s.

A n  o p i n i o n  p ie c e  t it le d  “Ra in b o w  g l i t t e r s

a f t e r  t h e  s to rm :  Th e  U N  H R  C o un c i l

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  S O G I”   w a s a l s o  wr it t e n .  Th e

P h i l ip p i n e s v o te d  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  IE SO G I .

A S C  a lso  e n g a ge d  in  S O G I E S C  is s u e s d u r in g

t h e  E U - A S E A N  H u m a n  R ig h ts D i a l o gu e  h e ld  in

B ru s s e ls ,  B e lg i u m  la s t  N ov e m b e r  27 ,  2019 .

W e  r a i s e d i s s u e s  o n  t h e  need  to  e n a c t

l e g i s la t i o n  ag a in st  a l l  f o r m s  o f

d isc r i m i n a t io n ,  s up p o r t  th e  e c o n o m ic

e m p o w e r m e n t  o f  L G BTI Q  pe r s o ns,  ge n e ra t e

L G B T IQ - in c lu si v e  d a ta  t o  i n fo rm  pu b l i c

p o l i c y ,  a n d  s t r e ng t h e n  p ro t e c t ion  m e a s u re s

a g a in s t  re p r i s al s  a nd  v io l en c e  t o w a r d s

L G B T IQ  h u m a n r ig h t s  d ef e n d e rs.  T hese  a re

a l s o  re f l ec t e d  i n  t h e  d o c u m e n t  " E U -

S o u t h e a s t  A s ia  C S O s S u b m i s s io n  to  t he  E U -

A S E A N  H u m an  R i g h t s D i a l o gu e  2019" .

A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  2019
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I  b e l i e v e  A S C  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  w o r k  t o w a r d s  e q u a l it y  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y .  A s

a c t i v i s t s ,  w e  m ig h t  b e  a n d / o r  f e e l  l i k e  w e  a r e  i s o la t e d  b y  o u r  s t r u g g l e s ,  b u t  a s  a

c o l l e c t i v e  e ff o rt ,  w e  f i n d  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  a f f i r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  g o  w h e r e  n e e d s  t o

b e  t r a v e l l e d  a n d  i n e v i ta b l y  r u p t u r e d .   I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  m o r e  r e g i o n al  w o r k s h op s

o r g a n is e d  b y  A S C  in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  v a r io u s  n a t i o n a l  s t a k e h o ld e r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y

g r o u p s .  I  s e e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  m a n a g e d  b y  a  c o m m it t e e  s o  t h a t  m or e

v o i c e s  a n d  in i t i a t iv e s  a r e  u n e a r t h e d .

Cal ly  Cheung,  PROUT,  S ingapore

A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  2019
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S o u t h - S o u t h  

S o l i d a r i t y :
C o n n e c t i n g  G r a s s r o o t s  t o  

G l o b a l  a n d  R e g i o n a l  S p a c e s



In  2019 ,  A S C  s u c c e s s f u l ly  con d u ct e d

s e v e r a l  t r a in i n gs  w i t h  L G B T IQ  a c t i v ist s  ( co-

d e v e l o p i n g  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  w i t h  th e m)  on

s t r at e g i c  i s s ue s,  in c lu d i n g  Sou th e a s t  A s ia n

q u e e r  le a d e rsh i p ,  t he  S ust a in a ble

D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  ( S D G s) ,  a n d r e gi o n a l  a nd

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m an  r i g h ts  m e c h a n i s m s.

T h e s e  a c t i v it i e s  b u i l t  o n  o u r  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h

b r o a d e r  h u m a n  r ig h t s  mov e m e n t s  a n d

n a t i o n a l  a n d  re g i o n al  in s t i t u t ion s ,  f o s te r in g

c r it i c a l  t h i n k i n g a n d t h e e xch a n g e s  o f  id e a s

a n d  e x p e r i en c e s  a m o n g  a c t i v i s ts.  

B e y o n d  t o p - d o w n  t r a in in g  m o del s ,  w e

d e s ig n e d  t h es e a c t i v i t i es a s  sp ac es  for

t r a n s fo r m a tio n.  AS C  s u p por t e d  t en  (10 )

l o c a l  i n it i a t iv e s  of  L G B TIQ  o rga ni z a t i o n s  in

C a m b o d i a ,  I n d o n e sia ,  M y an m a r,  P hi l i p p i n e s,

S in g a p o r e ,  T h a i l a n d ,  a n d  V iet  Na m .  In

a d d it i o n  t o  f in an c i a l  s u p p o rt ,  w e  p r o v ide d

t e c h n ic a l  a ss i s ta n ce a n d o ff e re d  a d vi c e  o n

t h e  p r oj e c t 's  co n te n t s  an d  s t ra t e g ies ,

m e t h o d o l o g y ,  r e f e r ra ls  t o  r e s o ur c e  pe r s o ns ,

a n d  o n  e n su r i n g a c c o u n tabi l i t y  th ro u g h

s t r o n g  f u n d m an a g e m e n t a n d  c l e a r  m e a s u r e s

o f  p ro je c t  go a ls .

O u r  w o r k  w i t h  g r a s s r o o t s  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d

p e o p l e s '  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a r e  A S C 's  c o r e  a n d

f o u n d a t i o n .  F o s t e r i n g  re l a t io n s h i p s  a n d

e n r i c h i n g  o n e - a n o t h e r 's  p o t e n t i a ls  is  A S C 's

g u i d i n g  e t h o s .  A n d  i t  i s  o n ly  w it h  s u c h

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n c h o r e d  o n  tru s t  a n d

c o n f i d e n c e ,  t h a t  w e  c a n  e n v is i o n  a  t r u ly

r e g i o n a l  L G B T I Q  m o v e m e n t .  Th is  i s  w h y  A S C

c o m m i t s  m u c h  o f  i t s  l i m i te d  r e s o u r c e s  t o

a d v o c a t e s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  w h e r e  th e s e

r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  t h e  m o s t  p o t e n tia l  f o r

a d v a n c i n g  h u m a n  r ig h t s  w h e re  i t  t r u ly

m a t t e r s .

S i n c e  2015 ,  o u r  s u p p o r t  w a s c h a n n e l le d

m o s t l y  t o w a r d s  s m a l l ,  u n re g i st e re d ,  a n d

c o m m u n i t y - f o c u s e d  L G B T I Q  g ro u p s  --  t h o s e

a t  t h e  v e r y  f r o n t l in e s  o f  a d v o c a c y .  A c u t e l y

a w a r e  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s  g e o g r a p h ic  a n d

s o c i o e c o n o m ic  d i s p a r it i e s  i n  a cc e s s  t o

f u n d i n g  a n d  c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g  o p p o rt u n i t ie s ,

A S C  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  m o b i l i z e  r e s o u rc e s  a n d

p r i o r i t i z e  L G B T I Q  c o m m u n i t i e s  o u ts i d e  u r b a n

c e n t e r s  a n d  m a i n s t r e a m  a d v o c a c y  n e t w o r k s .

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  4  y e a rs,  i n  a  t i m e  w h e n  m a n y  L G B T  o r g a n i s a t io n s  a n d  h u m a n  r i gh t s

a g e n c i e s  in  th e  P h i l i p p i n e s  w e r e  a f r a i d  o r  a d a m a n t  t o  t a lk  a b o u t  L G B T  a n d  I s l a m

a l t o g e t h e r  a s  a  h u m a n  r i g h t s  i ss u e ,  A S E A N  S O G IE  C a u c u s  h a s  s t o o d  u p ,  n o t  j u s t  a s  a n

a l l y  b u t  a  s tr o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  m y  a c t iv is m  i n  M i n d a n a o .  M y  l in e  o f  a c t iv is m  h a s  n ot

b e e n  e a s y ,  b u t  i t  b e c a m e  b e a r a b l e  k n o w in g  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  p e o p le  b e l i e v i n g  in  y o u  a n d

t h e  a d v o c a c y  y o u  a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r .  F ro m  m y  B u i ld i n g  B r i d g e s  M i n d a n a o - w i d e  s e m i n a r s ,

t o  t h e  O U T S p o k e n  W e b  S h o w ,  p r o d u c i n g  t w o  o f  m y  L G B T - f o c u s e d  s h o r t  f i l m s  u p t o

h o l d i n g  p a ra l e g a l  a s s is ta n c e  a n d  t r a i n in g  f o r  t h e  g e n d e r  m a r g in a l iz e d  g r o u p s  i n

c o n f l i c t  a r e a s ,  A S E A N  S O G I E  C a u c u s  w a s  t h e r e  a s s is t i n g  b e h i n d  m e .   A n d  w h e n  I  w a s

a t t a c k e d  b y  fu n d a m e n ta l i s t  g r o u p s  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  m y  s a f e t y  a n d  l i f e ,  A S E A N  S OG IE

C a u c u s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  o r g a n i s a t io n s  w h o  g a v e  a s s is t a n c e  w h e n  I  w a s  e x i l ed

f r o m  m y  o w n  t o w n .  T h e y  n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  m a k e  m e  f e e l  v a lu e d  w h e n  m y  n ig h t  w a s  t h e

d a r k e s t ,  t h e y  h a v e  t re a t e d  m e  n o t  a s  a n  a c t iv is t  b u t  a s  a  h u m a n  b e i n g  i n  n e e d  o f  t h ei r

s t r e n g t h  s o  I  m a y  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i g h t  fo r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  g e n d e r  m a r g i n a l iz e d  g r o u p s  i n

M i n d a n a o .  T h e y  o n c e  t o l d  m e  th a t  t h e r e  is  s t r e n g t h  in  a c t i v i s m ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  m or e

w h e n  I  a m  a l iv e .
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Rhadem Musawah,  Independent F i lmmaker ,  Phi l ippines
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2019  w i t n e s s e d  in cr e a s i n g  s ta te  a n d  n o n - s t a t e  s p o n s o r e d  h a r a s s m e n t  a g a i n s t

L G B T I Q  c o m m u n it i e s  i n  S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a .  A S C ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  c o l l a b o ra t i o n

w i t h  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  F O R U M - A S I A  a r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  L G B T I Q  m o v e m e n t  b u i l d i n g  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  ju s t i c e  a n d  h u m a n  r igh t s .

T h r o u g h o u t  l a s t  y e a r ,  I  w a s  im p r e s s e d  w i t h  A S C  s t r a t e g i c  d i r e c t i o n  s e t t i n g ,  h u m i l i t y

a n d  i n c l u s i v e n e s s  in  i m p l e m e n t i n g  A S E A N  p e o p l e 's  f o r u m ;  l o b b y in g  f o r  A S E A N  H R

m e c h a n i s m  te r m  o f  r e f e r e n c e  r e v i e w  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o t e c t i o n  m a n d a t e s ;  a s  w el l  a s

r e s p o n s e s  t o  n a t io n a l  r e p r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  S O G I E S C .  F O R U M - A S I A  is  c o m m it t e d  t o

m a i n t a i n i n g  c o l la b o ra t i o n  w i t h  A S C  in  t h e  u p c o m i n g  y e a r s .

Rachel  Ar in i i  Judhistar i ,  East  Asia  and ASEAN Advocacy Programme

Manager ,  Asian Forum for  Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA)
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M e a n i n g f u l  a l l y s h i p ,  m a i n t a in e d  b y  st r o n g

a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  m u t u a l  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  o f

e a c h - o t h e r ' s  w o rk ,  i s  th e  k e y  t o

m a i n s t r e a m i n g  L G B T I Q  h u m a n  r ig h t s  a n d

a w a r e n e s s  o f  S O G I E S C  i s s u e s  w i t h i n  c i v i l

s o c i e t y  a n d  b r o a d e r  h u m a n  r ig h t s  a n d  s o c ia l

j u s t i c e  m o v e m e n t s .  A S C  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  te n  (10 )

m a i n s t r e a m  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  w o m e n ’ s  r i g h t s ,

a n d  c h i l d  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  th ro u g h  j o in t

s t a t e m e n t s  o r  c o m m u n ica t i o n s  t o

g o v e r n m e n t s ,  A S E A N  a n d  U N  m e c h a n is m s ,

c o - o r g a n i z i n g  w o r k s h o p s  o r  le a r n in g

s e s s i o n s ,  a n d  i n  s h a p i n g  a  r e g io n a l  c i v i l

s o c i e t y  a g e n d a .

A S C  r e m a i n s  a n  a c t i v e  a c to r  in  o rg a n iz in g

t h e  a n n u a l  A S E A N  C i v i l  S o c ie t y

C o n f e r e n c e / A S E A N  P e o p l e ’s  F o r u m  (A C S C ) .

I n  2019 ,  A C S C / A P F  t o o k  p la c e  i n  B a n g k o k ,

T h a i l a n d .  T o g e th e r  w i t h  T E A  G ro u p ,  A S C

o r g a n i z e d  a  f u l l - d a y  p re -m e e tin g  to  h e l p

l o c a l  a c t i v i s t s  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  A S E A N

m e c h a n i s m s  a n d  t o  l e v e l  o ff  o n  is su e s  f a c e d

i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  s a i d  p r e - m e e t i n g  w a s

a t t e n d e d  b y  15  a c t i v i st s  a n d  b y  2  T h a i

p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s .

D u r i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  A C S C /A P F,  A S C  c o -

o r g a n i z e d  a  s e s s i o n  o n  s h r i n k in g  c iv i l

s o c i e t y  s p a c e s  a n d  t h e  r ise  o f  e x tre m is m

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  d o c u m e n t  o f  th e  2019  i n

A S E A N .  T h e  s e s s i o n  c a r r i e d  t h e  t i t le ,  “ R is in g

P o p u l i s m  a n d  ‘O t h e r in g ’  i n  A S E AN :  Pr o te ct in g

r i g h t s  a n d  fre e d o m s  o f  e th n i c -r el ig i o us an d

L G B T IQ +  co m m un i t ie s ” .  I t  w a s jo i n t ly

o r g a n i z e d  w it h  F o r u m  A s i a ,  In it iat iv es  f or

In t e r n a t i o n a l  D i a lo g u e ,  G P AC a nd  A P C O M .

A C S C /A P F  ca r r ie d  re co m m e n d a t ion s  t o

A S E A N  g o v e r n m e n ts u r g i n g  t hem  t o  a ff i r m

t h e  c iv i l  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s o f  L G BTIQ  p e rs o ns

i n  a c c o r d an c e  w i th  i n ter na t ion al  h um a n

r i g h t s  s ta n d a rd s .

A S C  c o n t i n u e s t o  w o rk  w i t hi n  an d  b e y o n d

L G B T IQ  m o v e m e n ts .  T a k in g  s e r i o u sl y  o u r

p r i n c ip le s  o f  int e r s e c ti o na l i t y ,  A S C  w or k s

t o g e t h e r  w it h  c o m r a d e s  ac r o s s  s e c t o r s ,

fr o m  w o m e n ' s  r ig h ts a n d  c hi ld  r igh ts g ro u p s

t o  p r o - d e m o c r ac y  m o v e men ts an d  t ra d e

u n i o n s .  S u c h  c o l lab o r a t i o n e n abl e s  A S C  t o

a r t ic u l a t e  L G B T I Q  is s u e s  w i th in  t h e  b r o a d e r

d isc o u r s e s  o f  h u m a n  r ig h ts,  fe m in ism ,  a n d

s u s ta in a b le  d e v e lop m e nt .  In  su p p o r t  o f  t h e

o n g o i n g  p u s h fo r  m or e  h um a n e  a n d

e c o l o g i c a l l y -s o un d  e c o n o m i c  syst e m s ,

w h e t h e r  la b o r  a n d  em p lo ym e nt  o r

e n v i r o n m e n ta l  p r o te c t i o n ,  w e w i l l  c o n t in u e

s e e k i n g  o u t  p a th w a y s  t o  i n c lu de LG B T I Q

c o m m u n i t i e s  in to  th e s e  a g e nd as as  a c t i v e

p a rt ic ip a n t s  i n  t h e  f u lf i l l m en t  o f  th e se

a s p i r a t io ns  fo r  a  j u s t  w o r l d .
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Q u e e r i n g

C i v i l  S o c i e t y
a n d  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e

M o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  R e g i o n



L o c a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  o f  L G B T I Q
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u p p o r t e d .  T h e s e
i n i t i a t i v e s  w e r e  l e d  b y  g r o u p s  f r o m
C a m b o d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  M y a n m a r ,
P h i l i p p i n e s ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  T h a i l a n d ,  a n d
V i e t  N a m .

N u m b e r  o f  o n - l i n e  m e d i a  a g e n c i e s
t h a t  c i t e d  o r  c o v e r e d  A S C ’ s  a n a l y s i s ,
o p i n i o n s ,  o r  s t a t e m e n t s .

T H E  Y E A R  2019

I N  F I G U R E S

88

1010

4444

550550

23 ,70023 ,700

31 ,40031 ,400

F I G U R E S
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R e g i o n a l  c o n v e n i n g s  o r g a n i z e d
f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e m e s :
l e a d e r s h i p ,  c h i l d  r i g h t s  a n d
S O G I E S C ,  L B Q  w o m x n  a c t i v i s m ,
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n ,  a n d  o n  h u m a n
r i g h t s  m e c h a n i s m s .  A l l  w e r e  d o n e
c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  w i t h  f e l l o w  c i v i l
s o c i e t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

I n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  11  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n
c o u n t r i e s  w e  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h
o u r  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  c o n v e n i n g s ,
l e a r n i n g  s e s s i o n s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s .

A v e r a g e  r e a c h  f o r  e v e r y  F a c e b o o k
p o s t i n g

A m o u n t  i n  U S D  w e  f u n d r a i s e d
c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  w i t h  l o c a l  L G B T I Q
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  o w n
l o c a l  i n i t i a t i v e s .  A S C  p r o v i d e d
t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  l o c a l  L G B T I Q
g r o u p s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  r e s o u r c e
m o b i l i z a t i o n .
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RECEIPTS

Administrative

Program
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Activit ies

Local

Support

Personnel

1 ,086 ,644  (10%)

4 ,352 ,245

(41%)

3 ,021 ,473

(69%)

1 ,330 ,772

(31%)

5 ,178 ,367

(49%)

Grants

Interest  Income

Total  Receipts

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
f o r  t h e  y e a r  2019

T o t a l  e x p e n s e s :

T o t a l   p r o g r a m
e x p e n s e s :

(100% )

(100% )

10 ,617 ,256

4 ,352 ,245

In  Phi l ippine peso

18 ,786 ,971

12 ,977

18 ,799 ,948
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Anna Ar if in

Chairperson

Maria  Nica Dumlao

Secretary

Ronald  Emmanuel  De Vera

Treasurer

Ng Yi-Sheng

Member

Nicky Casti l lo

Member

Ronald  Emmanuel  De Vera

Treasurer

Yul i  Rust inawati  

Member  (Vice-Chairperson)

Jesel le  Papa

Member

Jean Chong

Chairperson

Maria  Nica Dumlao

Secretary
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Ging Cr istobal

Phi l ippines

Nicky Casti l lo

Phi l ippines

Srun Srorn

Cambodia

Vien Tanjung

Indonesia

Anna Ar if in

Indonesia

R E G I O N A L

S T E E R I N G

C O M M I T T E E

R E G I O N A L

S T E E R I N G

C O M M I T T E E
2016  –  2019

Jean Chong

Singapore

Ging Cr istobal

Phi l ippines

Yul i  Rust inawati

Indonesia

Kong Yara

Cambodia

Thi laga Sulathireh

Malaysia
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S E C R E T A R I A T

Ryan Si lver io

Regional  Coordinator

Nguyen Hai  Yen

Program Manager

Jan Gabr ie l  Castaneda

Program Associate

Lin i  Zur l ia

Advocacy and Comms Off icer

Ronald  Emmanuel  De Vera

Treasurer

Patr ic ia  Alvares

Comms Team

Jul iet  de Guzman

Administrat ive Off icer

Bel inda Mirasol

F inance Off icer
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A S C  M E M B E R S

ASC is  a  membership  organizat ion

composed of  indiv idual  human r ights

defenders as wel l  as  LGBTIQ-focused

organizat ions.  We have members from

eight  (8 )  countr ies in  the Southeast

Asian region.

Our  organizat ional  members are  as

fol lows:

Arus Pelangi

CamASEAN Youth’s  Future

Colors  Rainbow

I lo- i lo  Pr ide Team

Indonesia  for  Humans

Inst itute for  Studies of  Society,

Economics and Environment ( iSEE)

Justice for  S isters

Micro Rainbow Internat ional

OutRight  Act ion Internat ional

Sayoni

Seksual it i  Merdeka

Togetherness for  Equal ity  and Action

(TEA)  Group
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

6+

A C D  T a y  N i n h

A I C H R  I n d o n e s i a

A L T S E A N  B u r m a

A P C O M

A r c o  I r i s  T i m o r  L e s t e

A R R O W

A s i a  D e m o c r a c y  N e t w o r k

B e y o n d  B o r d e r s  M a l a y s i a
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